
Judges Stand Firm Against Issue 1 By Simply Explaining lts Dangers   
COLUMBUS, Ohio – “From the banks of the Ohio River to the shores of Lake Erie, our 
state’s voters are witnessing something most unusual. Actually, it’s historic,” says 
former Ohio Supreme Court Justice Paul Pfeifer.  
 
“Led by Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor, Ohio’s judges have energetically engaged 
their home communities in a discussion regarding the dangers they believe would result 
from the adoption of state Issue 1,” said Pfeifer, the executive director of the Ohio 
Judicial Conference, which is comprised of the state’s 721 judges. 
 
Pfeifer is urging Ohioans to listen carefully to their judges as well as their prosecutors, 
sheriffs, and drug treatment professionals who have joined together in opposing Issue 
1.  
 
“These are the public officials you have chosen to administer justice and protect your 
families and community,” he said. “Your judges have studied the amendment carefully 
before putting their personal reputations on the line by asking you to vote no on Issue 
1.”     
 
Among the dangers: “This proposed amendment would cement in the Ohio Constitution 
permanent reductions in the penalties for all current crimes except for murder, rape, and 
child  molestation,” Pfeifer explained. “It would severely limit the power of judges to 
sanction all felons, both violent and nonviolent, for repeated violations of the terms of 
their probation.” 
 
Chief Justice O'Connor acknowledged that much of the public discussion about Issue 1 
is focused on the provisions that would eliminate incarceration  for possession of all 
dangerous drugs, including fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, date rape drugs, and meth, until a 
third conviction within two years.   
 
"Threat of incarceration is the essential motivating tool used by judges to successfully 
persuade addicts to get serious about treatment and recovery,” the chief justice pointed 
out.  
 
“Passage of Issue 1 would leave our judges and drug courts virtually powerless to guide 
addicts into drug treatment.  Issue 1 will result in less treatment and increases in 
overdose deaths,” she said.  
  
Chief Justice O'Connor commended the Judicial Conference and the hundreds of 
judges across Ohio who have come forward to educate voters about the deadly 
consequences that Issue 1 represents.  
 
"We join your judges and community leaders in asking you to help soundly defeat Issue 
1 on Tuesday.  It is vitally important," Pfeifer said. He noted that the push for Issue 1 is 
funded by millions of dollars in contributions from billionaires in California, Oklahoma, 



and called it a lengthy (1,941 words) and “intentionally confusing proposed 
amendment.” 
 
“Your local officials aren’t confused,” Chief Justice O’Connor said. “Issue 1 would 
become a constitutionally mandated, tragic reality if adopted by voters.”  
 
Please contact Justin Long at 614-387-9756 at the OJC if you would like to interview 
Executive Director Paul Pfeifer about Issue 1. 
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